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of 1914-15 was free from enemy submarines. But the
immunity did not last long. By midsummer sub-
marines were operating continuously in the eastern
half of the sea. No doubt the slow-sailing and unpro-
tected troop transport running between Egypt and
Gallipoli was a more profitable and defenceless prey
than the swiftly moving cruiser. Yet clearly it could
be only a matter of time before the leisurely promenade
of the French squadron off the coast of Syria would
be interrupted. That moment presently arrived.
One of the cruisers was sunk with all hands, and
France rightly thought that the squadron had fulfilled
its mission. The Vice-Admiral was recalled with the
bulk of his ships. Before quitting the station he
decided to make a final demonstration, and, to this
end, during the last days of August 1915 he took the
whole squadron to sea.
Seizing the opportunity afforded by war, the Turks
were pressing hard the unfortunate Armenian race.
Terrible stories of the sufferings and massacres endured
by the latter had reached Europe. Protests on the
subject were made by the Allies, and Germany had
been urged by neutral nations to stop the campaign
of rapine and murder believed to be instigated, if
not actually directed, by Constantinople. It is not
possible to say how far each ghastly tale was true in
detail. In the East exaggeration is so habitual that
the most plausible story requires corroboration from
independent sources before it can be accepted as
description of actual fact. But on one point there can
be little doubt: the individual Turk, when passion is
inflamed, seeks in the Armenian the first victim of
his lust. It is less easy to believe that the Ottoman
Government at any time deliberately has planned the
complete extermination of the race. Single Ministers
may have favoured a proposal of this nature and even
encouraged provincial officials to harry the Armenian
N 2

